FEBRUARY 2019

LORETO NEWSLETTER
“Those only truly love who are wholly God's, and such only are strong
and apt for all such good works as are in this world to be done.” Mary Ward

As always a very busy term and I hope you enjoy reading about a selection of the educational and fun
events that have taken place alongside all the hard work as students prepare for their various assessments and examinations. May I remind you that Year 7, 8 and 9 students should be wearing their
pleated Loreto skirts (worn to knee length) and for Years 10 & 11 all new skirts must also be pleated;
students must also wear correct school shoes.
I wish you all a restful half-term and school re-opens on Monday 25th February.

Mrs M. Lynch

SIXTH FORM CLASSICS TRIP TO THE BLOOMSBURY THEATRE
On Thursday 7th February, twenty members of the Year 12 and Year 13 Classical Civilisation groups travelled to
London to the Bloomsbury Theatre to see the matinee performance of Sophocles’ Oedipus Rex, one of the set
texts for study as part of the Greek Theatre unit of the A Level course. The performance was put on as part of
the annual London Greek Drama Festival and the play itself was translated from the original Greek, directed and
acted in by student members of UCL’s Classics and Drama departments. While the play followed closely to the
version studied by our students, there were some interesting twists. The chorus consisted of female plague victims and some stand-alone characters; the choral odes were largely delivered through dance and one in particular was spoken in the original Greek. This enabled the audience to witness how perfectly in sync the chorus
were meant to be. The performance was commented on at length on the return to school and in subsequent
lessons.

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
On Thursday 31st January, the Globe Players returned to perform for Years 7 and 8. The actors gave the Year 7
students an introduction to the various styles of play written by Shakespeare, and there was a focus on the comedy
plays for Year 8.
Clara Spitzer and Emily Waidley from 7F wrote this review of the performance:

We really enjoyed the play because the acting was really good and it felt like you were there watching a
Shakespearean play in the theatre. They used the few props they had very well. We also think they adapted to the
characters they were playing and they
made it very funny at times. Our favourite
bit was when they acted out some of the
Macbeth scenes, as it was very dramatic.
Reminder: The Young Shakespeare Company will be performing for Year 9 on
Monday 11th March. If you have not yet
paid for this performance, could you
please do so via ParentPay.
Year 11 Revision Sessions for GCSE English
Language and Literature run every week
on Thursday after school from 3.40pm—
4.10pm, and they are repeated on a Friday
lunchtime from 1.45-2.15. They are held in
E4 with Mr Fahy. We hope to see you
there.

MFL DEPARTMENT

MUSIC DEPARTMENT

German Play review – So eine Nervensäge

We had a lovely beginning to the term, with a
trip to see ‘Wicked’ the Musical in London. It is
one of our GCSE set works and the trip gave the
students a chance to learn more about their set
work ‘Defying Gravity’. The students thoroughly
enjoyed the experience of seeing a show in the
West End, and they were a credit to the
school. Thank you to Mrs Carter for organising
this trip.

On Monday 4 February, the Y9 and A-Level German
students had the pleasure of watching, as well as participating in, “So eine Nervensäge” (“A real pain in the
neck”), an outstanding German play performed by
Onatti Productions.
This humorous play was very entertaining to all of the
pupils who had the opportunity to watch it. All of the
students, especially the Y9 pupils, were surprised to
see that they knew and understood the majority of the
vocabulary throughout the whole play.
Students were also able to interact with the actors by
responding to questions in German, using their own
knowledge and skills as well as German vocabulary
that they had learnt in their lessons.
The play was highly interactive and allowed us to be
involved with the enthusiastic actors on the stage.
We thoroughly enjoyed this
play and are grateful to
have had this opportunity.

We also had a visit from professional concert pianist Richard Meyrick from the Pianoman Scholarships Scheme on Friday 18th January to give us a
piano Masterclass. It was open to all students
studying piano at Loreto, as well as our GCSE
and A level music students, five of whom played
for Richard. They all learned more about how to
express mood and emotion when they play. Many
thanks to Stella Withington-Busse 12T, Lucy
Green 10S, Meja Paleckyte 10T, Ellie Marron 10S
and Sofia Sabolova 9S for performing at the
event.
Our Spring concert will be on Thursday 28th
March – please continue to encourage your
daughters to attend the music activities and we
look forward to seeing you at the concert!

Aoife Butler 9S
and
Henrietta Algaard 9T

YEAR 11 HISTORY TRIP TO THE GLOBE THEATRE AND “GOLDEN HINDE”
SATURDAY 9TH FEBRUARY
On Saturday 9th of February, some Year 11 students visited the Globe Theatre and the “Golden Hinde” ship in
order to prepare and learn about Elizabethan England and our last question on our GCSE Paper 2 on the Historic
Environment. As part of Group 1, I had the luxury of starting with a tour of the Globe Theatre. Here we learned
many things about Elizabethan attitudes towards theatre. We learned about different symbols in the theatre and
the purpose and why they were put there. After the tour was over, we were able to have a lunch break before
continuing onto a tour of the Golden Hinde. The ship, captained by Francis Drake, was a model that was built
based on designs and letters written by those who built, described or drew it. We had a full tour of the ship and
got to experience the conditions that the crew had to live in, to an extent of course due to health and safety, and
general hygiene. Overall, the whole day was very fun, enjoyable and educational.

Julie Andrew 11S

SURVEY FEEDBACK
In the Autumn Term we carried a whole school self-evaluation survey of students and parents. The purpose was to
identify both current strengths and weaknesses and also changing perceptions of performance over time. Kirkland
Rowell, an independent provider, analysed a wealth of data from all our pupils and well over five hundred parents.
The company specialises in school performance analysis: they realise that all schools are different and so Loreto College was measured against equally high-achieving schools. This allowed for the formation of a set of benchmark
data that shows true relevance and meaning. Overall it was very comforting for us to note that a high level of consistency was evident across individually assessed areas but also over the previous ten years.
Time analysis of performance scores (Parents)
Overall we were delighted that over 88%
of parents (77% of students) rated the
school as either Good or Very Good. For
students who have been in school for two
years or more 84% believe that the school
is “on par” or better that it was in the previous survey.
Overall parents were most happy with:

 Developing spiritual and moral values
 School Discipline
 Levels of Homework.

Both parents and pupils identified subjects with which they are most pleased whilst also raising relevant points for
our consideration. What was particularly encouraging was the time and effort that parents in particular put into writing detailed and constructive comments, that will enable us to further improve our school community.
Below is a chart where parents considered a range of key aspects of school life and ranked them in their order of
priority. It was heartening to see that parents, as do staff, see the quality of teaching and good discipline as their
top priorities alongside the development of the whole person.
Parental priorities (Ranked by importance):

BURSAR’s OFFICE
Trips and activities:
These are planned many months in advance, necessitating prepayment for tickets,
coaches, accommodation etc. Prompt payment by the deadline, preferably by
ParentPay, is appreciated for all school visits and activities.
Payment deadlines for the residential visits are as follows:PGL (Liddington) – third instalment of £65 was due on 31st January, final payment by 16th March
Biology field trip (Snowdonia) – fourth instalment of £75 deposit was due on 6th February, final payment by 6th March
Cantores Choir Tour (Germany) – next instalment of £65 due by 4th March
Music Lessons:
We are very happy that so many pupils learn an instrument or have singing lessons in school. Here are a few
reminders for all musicians:-

 Remember to tell the subject teacher at the start of the lesson that a music
lesson is scheduled for that period and ask to leave 5 minutes beforehand to
be at the practice room on time.
 As well as your instrument, bring the correct music, your practice book and a
pencil.
 Check your next lesson time on the noticeboard – note it in your homework
diary and practice book.
 Practise at home!
 Enjoy making music with others!
Invoices for the Spring term were due for payment by the start of the term. Any outstanding fees are overdue and must be settled immediately. If you are in arrears with fees, your daughter may not be allowed to
participate in extra-curricular trips as the payment of music fees will take priority. Please pay via Parentpay.
Should you decide with your daughter that she no longer wishes to have lessons in school, a notice period is required. For individual lessons, a full half term’s notice to finish is required in writing to Mrs Caddy, prior to
the start of the term/half term. For group or paired lessons, one full term’s notice to finish is required in
writing to Mrs Caddy, prior to the start of the term/half term.
Thank you for your co-operation.
ParentPay:
As you are aware, school uses the ParentPay system for online payments for trips, music fees
and dinner money, with a separate School shop, where you are able to pay for books, equipment etc. We also send out the majority of our
letters to you via ParentPay and these can
then be accessed in your Parent Account for later reference.
Your contact details can be amended on ParentPay by going to the “I want to” menu and then to “edit profile”.
Please help us by keeping them up-to-date. If you have more than one pupil at Loreto, you may wish to merge
their accounts. Please note that if you update any contact details on ParentPay that you will also
need to advise the Main School Office via admin@loreto.herts.sch.uk (or send a note in with your
child) to ensure the main school contact records are also changed.
95% of our parents are registered for ParentPay; if you haven’t done so already please contact the Bursar’s office for your registration letter.

PREMISES
Dropping off and collecting your child safely
Some parents are driving into the school grounds to drop off or pick up their children at the beginning and end of
the school day. Not only does this cause congestion in and out of school at the busiest times of the day, but it is
hazardous for other children. Please can parents be mindful of this and be reminded that they are not allowed to
drive in to the school premises at these times, unless they have obtained permission from the Headteacher.
Please can Sixth Form students also be reminded that they are not allowed to park in the school grounds.

LIBRARY NEWS
February is always an exciting time in our library, as it is in this month that the Whole
School Read (WSR) book is revealed. After reading more than 60 teenage fiction
books, I am delighted to announce that this year the special book is 'No Fixed Address' by Canadian author Susin Nielsen. The idea behind Loreto's WSR is to invite
our whole community to read the same book over the year. It is a great way to include everyone and have something in common to discuss.
Our book this year is set in beautiful Vancouver and our protagonist, Felix Knutson
and his mother share a secret. The secret is that Felix and his mother Astrid are living in a van. Felix cannot breath a word to his friends, or teachers, and this of course
begins the start of some very tricky problems. However, Felix, a resourceful teenager
has a plan to turn things around. It is a fabulous book and we hope all our students,
teachers and everyone working at Loreto will take time to read it!
Loreto Library is also getting ready for World Book Day which is on the first Thursday of March each year. We
have a wonderful new author coming to visit for Year 8. The Year 7's are dressing up as their favourite book character in the hope of bagging some great books as prizes, there is a cost of £1 and the money will be given to
charity. The whole school is invited to enter a new Competiton from the WBD organisers 'Design a book token'.
There are lots of fabulous prizes for the winners - something for everyone we hope. As always there are lots of
new books to read!
Happy half-term everyone and remember to read a book!

Mrs Parkin, School Librarian

LITURGY IN LORETO
A whole school Mass took place in the church on 23 January to celebrate Mary Ward’s birthday. As usual, our
school population filled the church. Altar servers, choir members, readers and Eucharistic Ministers performed
their duties perfectly. Friday afternoon Masses have continued throughout the half-term, each one being prepared
by a KS3 form. This will continue throughout the school year.
Lunchtime clubs were set up by Sara Martin from STEP, who came into school on all five retreat days in the Autumn term. They take place at lunchtime on Mondays and Thursdays. Students can go there to chat, take part in
activities or just relax. Feedback on this club has been very positive.

WoW is a feminist group which comprises of Form Representatives from
Years 7-10. We aim to promote gender equality, challenge gender stereotypes and celebrate the achievements of girls and women.
This half term the WoW Reps have been planning activities to mark International
Women’s Week (March 4th- 8th). These include:
 selecting film clips of inspirational girls and women to be shown in Form time
 designing posters of inspirational girls and women to be displayed around the school
 compiling an International Women’s Day themed noticeboard
 creating assemblies with a gender equality theme for Years 7-10
As part of this preparation, interesting and lively discussions were held around the topic of the gender pay gap.
There was shock and outrage that this exists in the UK. Last year, for the first time, companies that employ more
than 250 staff had to report on their gender pay gap. It revealed that in the year to April 2018, the gap for fulltime workers was 8.6% - down from 9.1% in the previous year. In other words, the average female employee
now earns 8.6% less than the average man. Also:
 fewer than one in seven companies pays women more than men are paid
 men make up the majority of higher-paid jobs
 men are also paid higher bonuses than women
 there's no sector that pays women better than men on average.
However, there was good news - in 2018 the gender pay gap for full-time employees was close to zero between
the ages of 18 and 39 years. It’s critical that we break down gender stereotypes so that men and women are paid
fairly for the work they do.
Ms Daniells Conroy and Ms McLauchlan

PE DEPARTMENT
Gym & Dance Display – International Legends and Icons: The Loreto Gym & Dance Display was held in
the Hall on Tuesday 12th February and Wednesday 13th February 2019, it was a fabulous evening to showcase our
students in both gymnastics and dance. We had a variety of group and solo acts, and evening some singing! All
the girls performed phenomenally on both nights and the audiences were particularly impressed with the intricate
skills involved in the gymnastics routines. Many thanks to all the staff and maintenance team who made the night
possible, it was indeed a great success and we look forward to holding it again in 2021!

Netball: We have had an excellent turn out from all years for the ‘Turn up and Play’ netball sessions. Regular
training sessions will continue after half term. Please check the extracurricular timetable for times and days.

 Year 7 are about to face familiar opponents, STAGS, in the semi-final of the U12 District Plate, a date is to be
confirmed, and the B teams have several fixtures booked in for the next half term.
 Year 8 won their match against NBS in the U13 District Plate. Well Done girls!
 Year 9 played SJL earlier on in the term and despite their best efforts unfortunately were defeated, player of
the match was awarded to Jess Burke. A match will be rescheduled against St. Georges for after half term.
Good luck!
 Year 10 had their first win of the league so far, beating STAGS 15-13. All the girls played brilliantly and
worked extremely hard. Great shooting from Nicole Foley & a superb defensive block from Molly Lawrence.
 Year 11 fought valiantly against SJL but unfortunately lost. Unlucky girls!
Sports Leaders: A small group of Year 9 PE students were selected to be Loreto ambassadors as a Young
Sports Leader. They assisted with many activities at the Sports hall Athletics Qualifiers at Oakland’s College and
will be helping out at the finals hosted at the University of Hertfordshire on Monday 25 th February. Well done to
all involved.
Next term’s activities during PE lessons will be:

Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10/11

Indoor Lesson
Indoor athletics
Basketball
Dance
Basketball

Outdoor Lesson
Hockey
Athletics
Football (Sports Leaders)
Volleyball/Invasion Games

Trampolining Club: Trampoline Club will also be starting up after half term on Thursdays afterschool for KS3 –
a sign-up sheet has been put up. Please check at the PE office for your name/availability. KS4 – Trampoline
Club will run every other Monday after school. This is solely for GCSE PE students to practise their skills and routines. This club will begin on Monday 11th March (third week back).

