


ÂExperimental methods 

ÂManipulation of IV and DV, control  

ÂLab, field, natural/quasi 

ÂNon-experimental methods 

ÂCorrelations 

ÂInterviews and questionnaires  

ÂObservations 

ÂCase Studies 

 



~Children who watch television shows that 

contain a lot of violence are more likely to 

show violent behaviour. Therefore violent 

television causes violent behaviour 

~It is raining outside. You see lots of people 

with umbrellas. Therefore, you argue that 

whenever people put up umbrellas, it 

causes rain. 

~What is wrong with these arguments? 

 



ÂWhat is a correlation? 

ÂA relationship between two variables.  

Â(Eg; TV viewing & intelligence) 

ÂCorrelational design 

ÂParticipant provides data for both variables. 

 

ÂIn a correlational design, there are no 

independent or dependant variables, but 

co-variables. 

 



~When do we use a correlational design? 

ĘTo test a hypothesis about a relationship 

between two variables, for example: 

 

 



~When looking for a relationship that would 

be unethical to manipulate for an 

experiment, for example: 

 



ÂDecide what co-variables you will 

be measuring, and 

operationalise your variables. 

ÂMeasure each participant on both 

co-variables. 

ÂPlot the values on the scatter 

graph to see if there is a 

relationship. Carry out a statistical 

test to see if the relationship is 

significant or due to chance.  

 


